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plane bike

car underground taxi

train bus tram



5

Chapter 9 - Transportation

TRANSPORTATION PREPOSITION (on, in, by) 

On is typically used for larger forms of transportation, such as buses, planes, trains, subways or 
metros, cruise ships, and big boats. 
If you can stand up and walk around a form of transportation in order to find a place to sit, you are on that 
form of transportation. Here are some examples:

"We were on the bus for over 45 minutes."
"You can eat all you want on a cruise ship."
"Have you ever been on a plane before?"
"I've never been on a train."
"Sorry about the connection. I'm on the subway." 
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In is typically used with smaller vehicles or 
crafts that you have to enter and sit in, such as 
cars, taxis, trucks, paddle boats, or smaller 
boats in general. 
If you don't have a lot of room to move and you 
can't really stand up and comfortably walk 
around to find a place to sit, you are in that form 
of transportation. 

Note these examples:
"I'm in a taxi right now. I'll see you in 15 or 20 
minutes."
"How many people can fit in your car?"
"I saw Tom and Dina in a boat around Central 
Park.“
I am in my car right now.

Basically, for most modes of transportation, on
equals more freedom of movement, and in
equals less freedom of movement.

The word by is used with almost all forms of 
transportation. It is used for mentioning how you travel, 
travelled, will travel, or are traveling somewhere. Here 
are some examples to help you see it in action:

"Did you travel by bus or metro?"
"Should we go by bike or scooter?"
"We got here by car." 
"Can we get there by train?"
"It will take us forever to get there by skateboard."
"Do you want to go to the park by bike or on foot?" ("On 
foot" is an irregularity when we are talking about 
transportation. If you travel somewhere on foot, it means 
you walked there.)
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The verb get is often used to talk about entering or climbing on to, and exiting or climbing off of these 
modes of transportation. Depending on the situation, "get on" and "get in" are used for entering something or 
for sitting on something. For example:

"Get in the car."
"Get on your skateboard and let's go." 
"I got on the bus at 7 a.m.“
"I'm getting in a taxi right now." 

In a similar way, "get off" and "get out of" are used for exiting or climbing off of something. Note the examples:
"We need to get off the subway at the next station."
"Can I get out of the car, please?"
"Why are you getting out of the boat?"
"I would never try to get off a moving train."

TIP: "getting around" means traveling or moving between different places. You can "get around" by bus, by car, 
by train, etc.
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Exercise 2

Fill in with on, in or by.

1. When they went to the USA. They went by plane.

2. I am afraid of travelling by ferry.

3. Have you ever been on a ship?

4. It is expensive to go in/by a taxi.

5. I usually go by school bus.

6. He has a yacht. He often travels by yacht.

7. They first met on a train.

8. In ancient times people travelled by horses.

9. Going on foot is good for your health.

10. To avoid pollution we should go by bicycles more.

11. If you want to travel on long distances you can go _______ 

plane.

12. You can also go _______ your car.

13. You also might go ________train.

14. It is not a good idea to go ________ foot.

15. Travelling ________ ship is not so popular.

16. They went ________ their van.

17. Nobody travels ________ lorry.

18. They toured Latvia ________ camper.

19. I think we will travel ________ a boat.

20. They always go ________ helicopter.

Exercise 1

Fill in with on, in or by.

1. They often travel by car.

2. I don’t like to go on a train.

3. You can buy a ticket and go on a bus.

4. They often go on foot.

5. People go to work by car.

6. It is nice to go in a taxi.

7. I have never travelled on a plane.

8. More people now go in their cars than by/on trams.

9. They prefer to go by bike rather than on foot.

10. Have you ever gone on a train?

Chapter 9 - Transportation

HOMEWORK
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Didn’t visit

Didn’t go

Didn’t have

Didn’t buy

Go  -- went   --- gone 

Read – read  --- read

Didn’t read
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How did you get there?

Did you go with a friend?

Where did you stay?

What time did you get up?

Did you buy a lot of things?

Did you go to the beach?

Did you enjoy the holiday?
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talked had

read

sawstayed

watched

ent

ent

ead
atched

ad alked

big

business

tea

tired

book

phone
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20minutes from the centre 

Homwork:  

Write 6 sentence using the transportation prepositions:-

In, on, by, Get in (small vehicles), get on (large vehicles), get 

off (large vehicles), get out of (small vehicles)

by
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TIPS: 
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